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SIGNS OF THE TIMES? 


"THE New Statesman, with reputed tendencies towards 

rationalism, is offering prizes for essays on “ Faith and 
Reason.” The manner in which these are offered is interest- 
ing. 


ke 


in 
of 


the slightest record anywhere. : 

And poor Billy Graham comes into all this in a very 
awkward manner. Apparently he is a fundamentalist. To 
him the word of the Bible is the word of God—in the sense 
he regards the Bible. He probably does not believe in the 
worship of the Virgin Mary. viously the Bible has 
slipped up somewhere in Billy Graham’s sense. It tells 
him not to worship the Virgin Mary, and 
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“To-day, we are told,” says the journal, “there is a =| 
religious revival. Not only do vast crowds flock to hear Billy | 
Graham, even in academic Oxford, but, far more significant, 
even in rationalist circles there is a renewed imterest in per- ; 
sonal religion. There are notable accessions to the Roman 
and other churches amongst leading artists and men and ardinail Orilfin, say, believes that somewhere it tells him | 
women of letters. . . . Are we witnessing the beginning, a8 =©{g do so. Both cannot be right. It is harsh that the word 2M 
some say, of a serious Christian revival? er of God, in the sense that both these Christians regard it, ti 
_Evidently the New Statesman thinks something is hap- _— should be so confusing. Presented in this manner it is as | 
pening. But what is happening? likely to break the faith of some as to restore it. In other | 
What is Christian? to on may not be 
’ religion at all in the way religion lifted mankind out of | 
Tablet reads as the primitive past. And it may be a painful sign of the 
R i ‘times that the New Statesman, by implication, is falling for 
“ Marian Year. . . . Vigil of the Immaculate Conception, this sort of thing. | 
6.30 p.m. Crowning of Our Lady's Statue by His Eminence : 
Cardinal Griffin followed by Pontifical Benediction. All-night The Stain 
Adoration before ithe Blessed Sacrament (8 p.m.).” ; i 
What is similar between this kind of religion, 10 which The matter can be pushed a little further. The stain | 
presumably the artists and men and women of letters have —‘ that rests upon the religion that our contemporary seems : 
been converted, and that of Billy Graham and his cow- _—_ ‘© have in mind is not generally known. “* 
boy at Harringay. And no invidious comparison is m- The following is only an illustration taken from many : 
Christian on to it seems to suggest ew Statesman There is a Biblical problem known as the Synoptic : 
is muddled and is muddling other people. Indeed it seems = problem. Ig concerns the priority of the Gospels. Which y 
to suggest that the notion rationalism has of religion ison = was. written or compiled first? Much depends for tra- : 
about the same level as the conventions rejected by the = ditional Christianity upon the reply to this question. It ! 
what some people have thought of rationalism for a long = Mary and Billy Graham’s fundamentalism. | 
os. All Protestant scholars, with no known exception, says i 
The Maddie that Mark on 
most eminent among writes as : 
No one wishes to bring the heavy thumb of 
on the religious practices of other people, but evi of 
“Crowning of Our Lady's Statue is regarded to comprehend. But since there are from time to time, § 
Gee ths is only 20 ingenious persons who rush into print with their theories 
muddie. Early Christianity, that nearest to the to the contrary, I can only .. . that—like some of 4 
Jesus, knew nothing whatever of the Virgin whe wrote a 
earliest documents of all, Paul's letters never Shakespeare, or that the British are the Lost Ten Tribes a 
and neither is there room for her, even by i 7 —they have eccentric views of what constitutes evidence.” | 
his thought. The next earliest document, the 4 
Mark, only mentions the mother of Jesus in the scene Commentary on the Bible. It a Mass peoetated to te . 
come home. She thought him “beside himself.” which can possibly doubt the integrity of those who make the 
some translators regard as meaning a litfle mad. As to claim. Yet this Commentary with a most elaborate dis- 7 
what happened to her after the death of Jesus there is not play of scholarship, denies what Protestant and inde- 
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—Yours, 
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What 
service 


as if a 


should the Somerville Notice 
looking out for 
unnecessary barriers v 


195-4 


2 


li, 
was. 
Unitarian 
but 
led to 


DECEMBER 


general exceed three to four hundred words 


14 Gordon Square, London, W.C.1. They should not 


THE INQUIRER, 


2 

li 


405 
ORRESPONDENCE the Colle me was that 
as one ie Board 
ing on in Oo | 
Mithrai our own rank-and-file the position is 
and Christianit) Kelsall. Catherine T. Herford. 
_that if Mr. Taverner looks 1 | 
bo, will A CRITIC’S NOTEBOOK 
fount (the idea of providence . 
| 
The first part of Mr. J. R. R. Tolkien’s romanc 
g Lord of the Ring” told how Frodo the Hobbit bec: 
there are merely moral lessor Ring-bearer, moving forward with his servant an 
+ 


1954 


DECEMBER 11, 


THE INQUIRER, 


age |Syhy! {3 ~ 


. 


a 


i 
} 


THE CALENDAR OF THE CHURCHES 


Unitarian 
Church, Brownley Road, Benchill, 11, Rev 
Unitarian Hall 31 Stockport ook 

Free Church, 6.30, ; 


Newcasrus-on-Tvees ‘The Charch of the Divine Unity, Ellison Place, 11 and 6.30 


Rev. J. H. Conam 
Newcuuacse (Rossendale), Bethichem Unitarian Church, 10.30 and 6, Rev. EB. B. 


11 and 6, Rev. H. Srswart Cantar 


NOTTINGHAM, Rev. C. Bowas, 6.30, Mr. E. 
Church, Lorne Street, Sunday School, 6.30, Rev. F. D. 
Unitarian Church, Street, 11 and 6.30, Rev. Hanoip A. Gone 
quam, The Church of the Great Hamond Hill, 3, Mr. A. D. Foorz 
Elder Yard Church, 1045 and 030, Rev. Suaw Manchester College Chapel, 11.90, The Rev. Tur PRINCIPAL 
Sis Paomuss, Nazareth Unitarian Church, Knight Hill, 10.30 and 6, Rev. W. Hut 
MAN AREING 
Coen. 6.30. Rev. 
Friends’ Fratton 
Meeting Hoos, 6.50, 
6.30, Rev. The ; 6.30, Mr. Enc Kay 
Danton, W Street Chapel, 11 Children’s Steet, aad 6 Rev, 
Dusen, 1 of Oar 10.45 and 6.30, Rev. N. J. Tears 
DITCHLING, E Hall Gate 6.30, Gao. Sana, Atkinson Road, 11, Rev. Joun Gui 


sh, 10.30, Rev. W. T. Waxes 
Toy Service 


P. 
Adrian Church, 6.30 Rev. E. G. 
* Meeting House, Wolverhampton 11, Supply, 6.30, Mr. J. H. 


Evans . 
B. Tavean ue . 
Georgs’s Chapel, South 6.30, Rev. L. 1, Children’s 6.30, Mr. 


op Wiamr, Newroat, Unitarian Christian Ch, 11 and 6.30, Rev. W. J. Canrm 


Market Place Chapel, 11 and Rev. C. A. Pom 
a it ane 6.96, Rev. 


ii W. ii wW. 
and 6.30, Rev. H. Memona! and 630, Rev. Eocan W. Hus 
Priends’ House, Church Road (by 7.30 (Last Sunday im the 


Road, 11, Children’s 
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Stratford, Ham Lane Unitarian Church, 11.30, Children’s Church 


Highland Plas, 1! Welsh Ustuarian Ch. at Highgate Hil Unitarian Ch. Ist and 3rd Survey 
Ast.sy, Unitarian Chapel, Manchester Marpstone, Unitarian Market Buildings, 6.30, Mos. 
beast, All Sous, Elmwood Be A. Mancussran, Cross, Sirect 10.45 = 6:30, cy, Pa 
Free Char, High Street, 11.15, Rev. MANCHESTER, Monton Church, Bocles, 10.45 and $20. Rev. D. T. Evans | 
of Messiah, Bross Broad Street, and 630, Rev, Sruant Macrssren, Patt Chapel, 6.30, Rov, Jom 
6.30, Rev — Stand 1043 6.30, Rev. G. D. Foors 
North Share, Dickson Road, 1045 snd 6.30, Rew 8. Road Choriton-cum-Hardy, 2.45, Sunday School, 11, 
Unky Denne 1030 end G40. Rev, 1. Lew Aan 
Oakfield Road Rev, A. Buriat, 6.30 Rev. J. Dave | 
Buy, Bank Street, 11 and 6.30, Chapel Anniversary Services NosTHamrron, Kettering Road Church, 11, Rev. A. T. SLATen 
11 and 6.30, Rev. J. Hasay Sweet and 6.90, Rev. 
Soon Chasch, 1 Rev. R. Necox Caoss Chapel and 6.30, Rev. Cuaniss Smarsor 
Gems Gonpaap Swerron, Swinton Hall Road, 10.45 and 6.30, Rev. Exc Wap 
High Sue Chapel W. Youx, St. Saviourgate Chapel, 6.30, Rev. T. Baxtt Davus 
Ros 3, Sunday School 6.30, Rev. B. L. Gouwe Umar ial Hows 
Road Re ig 4pm sxond im cach month, Evening 7 pm 4 
Chapel, 630, Rev. Domus? Maw Wen Free Christian Fellowship, Mr Pearman 
| 7, Service, Rev. C. Rarrm 
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MARTINEALU : Selections 


"Dr. E. L- Allen, 
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LEADERS OF EARLY CHRISTIAN THOUGHT 


“an historical survey 
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Typical readings from Dr. Martineau’s devotional, 
7/6 by post 7/10 RY. 
A GOLDEN TREASURY OF THE BIBLE 
Edited by Mortimer Rowe, D.D. 
arranged in historical order. . . print 
| Expository Times. 
: We have just sent out another | 
) Hibbert House, Nicosia. With the increas 
| MISCELLANEOUS work are very. much 
Purchase arranged. Insur 
Third Party, Loss of Profits, is P. M. Gimsc 
Rossendale, Lancs. Rossendale 25: at all times be pile 
Sacred and Secular, with ibution however g 
34. per doz Twelve assorted, 3s. 
is. 6@. per doz extra; reduction » be a special mori 
Cramp, 1 Camperdown Street, Bex of the Congress fividi 
be to hear of another, willing in past, this year sm 
application. Box 12. 
Holiday Accommodation 
QUIET HOTEL 
or Winter 
in Britain. 
URST PRIV. 
Near 
need 
Christmas Sale was heid on Satur- 
xt year in Northern Ireland . performed by Mrs. Beticss of 
- an age of at.” : Sunderland with the Prendent of the Church, Mr. W. Goodman, » 
Rehgoous Freedom. 
a im Belfast from Death 
ma Church Fishburn - On November 17. Edith Fishburn. of 87 
Road. m the Royal Hospital after a2 long. paticat and 
7 Dentin, Change of 
whem, Low 3 
Emerson of the Church of is = 


